A hermeneutic analysis of the lived experiences of associate nurses.
In order to understand better the role of associate nurse in the primary nursing model, narratives from associate nurses were analysed using hermeneutic approach. Major themes in the narratives included: connecting with patients, collaborating with other nurses, and making decisions. Associate nurses were found to define their practice as 'primary' in terms of their contributions to patient care and being a responsible professional. A better understanding of the associate role in clinical practice can enhance patient care and professional relationships. Further research into the philosophical nature of primary nursing is suggested.